
Introduction 
New South Wales Badminton Association (NSWBA) has a place for everyone, whether one’s aim is to play socially or represent New South Wales or Australia. The NSWBA Player and Coach Program (NSWBA PCP) will facilitate the growth of the game within NSW. It will guide and give access to appropriate education, training, and competition to ensure that players and coaches are given every chance to maximise their potential and enjoy their participation and competition in the sport. By enabling players and coaches to compete at the state level, they will be able to integrate their development with Badminton Australia’s National Junior Development Program or High Performance Program. 
The NSWBA PCP outlines the progression necessary to reach the elite programs available. Involvement in one’s locally accredited badminton club, association or state level competition should provide the opportunity to be a part of the National Junior Development Program and/or National High Performance Program. Critical to the pathway is the national tournaments and carnivals where State/Territory and on occasion regional representative teams compete in age group national competitions and the Australian Closed Championships annually. This pathway supports the development of talented young players and skilled coaches to reach their full potential. NSWBA appointed selectors have the responsibility for identifying and reviewing talent and commitment at these local, state and national events.
Goals of NSWBA PCP
· Support the development of athletes, coaches, team managers, technical officials

· Create a robust training program for athletes to strive for and represent Australia and to add significant value to existing opportunities for top players
· Create strong mentors and role models for the badminton community

· Create a professional player and coach standard within the NSW

· Offer enhanced pathways to national competition through open and aged events

· Remain compliant and provide consistency of player development and coaching standards with the Australian Sports Commission and Badminton Australia

Player Pathways
· Players may overlap within different squads. Within these pathways there are local, state and national tournaments whereby player’s performance will be highly considered for re-assessment or selection into squads.
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Coach Pathways
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Items/Processes to be actioned/reviewed:
1) Call for volunteers to join the NSWBA PCP ‘group’: BA Junior Development Manager to meet with key stakeholders in NSWBA including elite junior coaches, administrators, board members in order for all to agree on this ‘elite’ group concept.
2) Establish ‘elite’ NSW squad: BA Junior Selectors to identify players as being elite and targeted towards national development squads. This squad will participate in a fortnightly training program set by BA, including benchmarking for fitness, skills, competence. Personal coaches must attend in order to work with the co-ordinator.
3) Invitation for mentoring: Enlist players to mentor other players and coaches to mentor other coaches. These mentors and role models will assist in skills development and education on all elements required to succeed on the national stage including tactical, technical, physical and psychological development. In addition, an education program focussed on balancing training with study, drugs in sport, nutrition, athlete career education, time management, team building, parental education and media training will be incorporated.

4) Encourage all registered clubs to have a qualified coach and technical official

5) Run bi-annual coaching workshops/courses.
6) Run one annual state camp for players of all ages and abilities. This will also provide a forum for coaches to meet, discuss issues, comment, set new goals.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

How different will this Elite NSW Squad operate from the usual state teams?

Different! The state teams are targeted towards national carnivals only (eg. Val Nesbitt, June Bevan, CP Maddern, Clendinnen Shield). Therefore their training program can be set the way that the selected state coach at the time deems appropriate to prepare the team for these carnivals. The Elite NSW Squad will be monitored in a way to ensure that their schedules and habits emulate the ones at the national squad level. Therefore their training program will be more professional which will include aspects to develop their career in sport and life.

How will these “elite” sessions look like? 

These will hopefully be very different to what each player does on a consistent basis with their individual coaches, which could include an off-court focus. Activities could include sports psychology training, cross fitness training, nutritional training, and team building. There will still be the usual technical and tactical training of course! The program will be set out with guidance from BA.
How much will the players be charged?
One needs to be aware that the players (and their parents) already need to commit to court hire and paying their coaches during their own individual sessions. The belief is that funding will eventually be available via national/state associations, sponsors, clubs once this program is in operation and if/when these stakeholders can see the benefits flow in. However, in the worst case scenario, we should have coaches and guest speakers who are committed to provide services at no charge. Therefore, players will initially only need to fund the shared court hire and shuttlecocks.
Addendum

Please see addendums on selection criteria for players, coaches, team managers for state teams. These are to be used as the base requirements as they will need to be finalized by the PCP coordinators and approved by the NSWBA Board.
Addendum 1 – Elite NSW Squad Athlete Selection Criteria
The Elite NSW Squad is to be reviewed/reselected bi-annually (eg. 30th May; 30th November) by the PCP coordinators in consultation with the NSWBA board and BA selectors/managers/coaches. The following are the necessary conditions:

· Athletes must be under 19 years of age by December 31st, 2007.

· Performances at National Carnivals and Australian Closed Championships at which attendance is mandatory unless exemption due to special circumstances is requested and granted
· Athletes must maintain minimum level of skill and physical fitness as determined by national standards

· Consistency in standards of behaviour conducive to supporting the goals of the Squad and overall objectives of NSWBA and BA
· Current state, national and international performances including performance over the preceding twelve month period
· Current State ranking (if any)

· Current Australian ranking (if any)
· Current International ranking (if any)
· Any current or potential injury or condition which will impair, inhibit or prevent the participant’s performance to the requisite level
· The potential of the participant to successfully achieve the objectives of this Program and of NSWBA
· Any other factor considered relevant in the circumstances.

Any athlete wishing to be considered for selection must complete and sign the application form below and return it to a PCP co-ordinator, by 30th June 2007.  

I……………...………(name) from ………………...……(club/association) apply for selection in the Elite NSW Squad.
At the time of signing this form I acknowledge that:

1. I have read, understood and agree to abide by the terms and conditions of the Athlete Selection Criteria
2.
By signing this form I warrant that I am eligible for selection and in particular that I am a current registered member of NSWBA which is a member of BA.

3.
I will advise the NSW Elite Squad Coordinator now, and at all times in the future, of any injury or illness that may affect my selection or impair, inhibit or prevent my performance at the requisite level or fulfilling the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Signed:……………………………………………………… (athlete)

Signed:……………………………………………………… (parent/legal guardian)
Signed:……………………………………………………… (personal coach)
Dated:………………… 
Addendum 2 – NSW State Team Athlete Selection Criteria

The NSW state teams are reviewed/reselected annually (several months prior to each national carnival) by the designated team coaches, managers and NSWBA board. The specific trial dates are to be published on the NSWBA website. The following are the necessary conditions:

· Athletes’ age requirements are to be met as per each specific carnival by-laws.
· Performances at club, state, or national tournaments over the preceding twelve month period unless exemption due to special circumstances is requested and granted

· Athletes must maintain minimum level of skill and physical fitness as determined by state standards

· Consistency in standards of behaviour conducive to supporting the goals of the Team and overall objectives of NSWBA

· Current State ranking (if any)

· Current Australian ranking (if any)

· Any current or potential injury or condition which will impair, inhibit or prevent the participant’s performance to the requisite level

· The potential of the participant to successfully achieve the objectives of this Team and of NSWBA
· Any other factor considered relevant in the circumstances.

Any athlete wishing to be considered for selection must complete and sign the application form below and return it to a PCP co-ordinator, by …………......(week before final selection)
I……………...……(name) apply for consideration for selection in the Under…....(team)
At the time of signing this form I acknowledge that:

2. I have read, understood and agree to abide by the terms and conditions of the Athlete Selection Criteria

2.
By signing this form I warrant that I am eligible for selection and in particular that I am a current registered member of NSWBA which is a member of BA.

3.
I will advise NSWBA now, and at all times in the future, of any injury or illness that may affect my selection or impair, inhibit or prevent my performance at the requisite level or fulfilling the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Signed:……………………………………………………… (athlete)

Signed:……………………………………………………… (parent/legal guardian)

Dated:………………… 
Addendum 3 – NSW State Team Coach Selection Criteria

The Coach has all training and “on court” responsibilities with an emphasis on ensuring that the athletes are focused on competing and performing at their optimal level in the targeted national carnival. Expressions of Interest for this role are to be sought annually (several months prior to each national carnival) by the NSWBA PCP and NSWBA board. The following are the appointed Coach’s skill requirements and responsibilities:
· Represent New South Wales to other personnel (therefore be familiar with the vision, objectives and performance targets of the NSWBA PCP and NSWBA board).
· Create an environment in which the players will feel comfortable and seek to excel
· Is currently working or is interested in working with high performance players
· Has a current Level 1, Level 1A or Level 2 qualification (is desirable but not necessary)
· Possess exceptional leadership abilities, interpersonal and facilitation skills
· Possess confident skills at influencing, persuading and networking
· Carry out their duties to the best of their ability and conduct themselves in a proper manner
· Understanding of the New South Wales’ development pathways
· Real passion for New South Wales to succeed nationally
· Willing to be part of the Elite NSW Squad

· Action orientated and results driven
· Highly motivated and energetic
· Personal integrity
Addendum 4 – NSW State Team Manager Selection Criteria

NSWBA PCP promotes a ‘team’ approach between the Coach and Manager, however, the Manager is generally responsible for all off court details, such as travel, functions, team discipline, team and player entries, manager’s meetings, referee briefings, while the Coach has all training and “on court” responsibilities. Expressions of Interest for this role are to be sought annually (several months prior to each national carnival) by the NSWBA PCP and NSWBA board. The following are the appointed Manager’s skill requirements and responsibilities:
· Management of the team from the date of appointment until the date of discharge of the team

· Co-ordination of team movements (eg. Transport, practice arrangements as requested by coach)

· Co-ordination of any deliveries, services to the team

· Arrangement and supervision of attendance of team members at any relevant functions, events, meetings etc

· Maintain communication between coach, event organisers, managers, parents, players, etc

· Ensure team complies with all rules, regulations, guidelines as set down by governing body or event organizers

· Dissemination of information on competition schedules and results

· Liaison with Media

· Provision of a report on team performance

· Investigate incidents and discipline as/if necessary

· Handle finances of team

· Attendance at briefings/workshops associated with the event for which the team is chosen

· Possess exceptional leadership abilities, interpersonal and facilitation skills

· Possess confident skills at influencing, persuading and networking

· Carry out their duties to the best of their ability and conduct themselves in a proper manner

· Understanding of the New South Wales’ development pathways

· Real passion for New South Wales to succeed nationally

· Willing to be part of the Elite NSW Squad 

· Action orientated and results driven

· Highly motivated and energetic

· Personal integrity

Elite Training Squad based in Melbourne (weekly training)





National Junior Squad Training Camps (4-5 a year)





Formal training and Informal mentoring (weekly basis)





U13,U15,U17,U19, senior teams (5mths prior carnival)





Formal training (eg ABA, DASH, PCYC, Shuttlebugs)





Club/State comps (eg. NSW Open, Syd Open, interclub)





National Elite Squad





National Development / Futures Squad 





Elite (NSW) State squad





State squads





Club based squads





School based squads





Senior Squad based in Melbourne (daily training)





National Senior Squad





International Tournaments (eg. Super Series, GPs)





National tournaments (eg. Clendinnen, Aust Int, Vic Int, WA Int)





National junior tournaments (eg. Australian U19s)





National junior & senior target tournaments





U13, U15, U17, U19, junior carnivals, and Clendinnen





Player Pathway





Interschool competition





Thomas/Uber Cup, Commonwealth, Olympics, Worlds





Event-targeted training based in Melbourne





Australian Senior Selection/ Representation





Formal/Information school training (eg Hornsby Girls HS)








Activities





Competition Pathway








Career Pathway





Required Activities





Accreditation Lvl














To work with beginners/juniors





Course-Work 13hrs; Practical 30hrs; 20 Activity Points





Level 1





To work with beginner/intermediate club players





To work with state/territory/team level players





To work with national junior/senior squads











Course Work 20hrs; Practical 30hrs; 20 Activity Points





Level 1 (advanced)





Course Work 35hrs; Practical 60hrs; 40 Activity Points





Course Work 60hrs; Practical 100hrs; 50 Activity Points














Level 2





Level 3 




















